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History
When it was built, the Greyhound Bus Depot was widely acclaimed for 
its streamlined art deco style and modern luxuries.

 Called one of the most "modernistic" and beautiful travel centers in 
America, the bus depot boasted such luxuries as public phones, shower 
rooms, and air conditioning. 

The décor included huge chromium trimmed chandeliers and a 
checkered terrazzo floor (which still exists in the First Avenue 
Mainroom). 

Outside, there were blue-glazed bricks with white trim. 

The transformation from a closed bus depot into a concert venue 
went under way in 1968.



The blueprints 
by Lang and 
Raugland 
Architects and 
Engineers 
from August 
1936 reveal 
the building’s 
distinctive 
curved front 
facade. 



Image 
1:Floor’s 
still exist in 
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interior.

Image 2: 7th 
Entry Cafe.
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3:Ticket 
Counter. 
Now bar and 
merch 
counters.
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Uncle Sam’s
Following two years of steady business, The Depot was faced with a 
new reality: the public music scene was changing. Psychedelic rock 
was out and disco was in. 

The Depot evolved into Uncle Sam's in July 1972. Uncle Sam's was 
a part of a national franchise of the American Events Company. 

While the DJ dance nights were progressive during the American 
Avents era – venturing beyond the charted hits of the day – with 
disco fading the club began expanding its music programming to 
more cutting edge and wide-ranging genres, and along with that, the 
opening in 1980 of the 7th Street Entry side room.

The club got its third name change on New Year's Eve 1981 when it 
became First Avenue.
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First Avenue: Prince 

The name change to First Avenue did not affect the club's growing 
popularity.

 During the 1980s, local artist Prince helped put it at the forefront of 
Minneapolis music venues by using it as the location for many 
scenes in his movie Purple Rain, while also recording the song 
"Purple Rain" and other songs from the movie and Purple Rain 
album live at the club in 1983. 

The club's appearance in the film brought it national recognition and 
the venue soon found itself a tourist attraction.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_(musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Rain_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Rain_(album)




7th Entry
The 7th St Entry is a smaller venue (capacity 250) attached to the 
historic First Avenue (capacity 1500)

 This space was once used as a restaurant area (the "Greyhound 
Cafe") in the bus station, before it became the music venue that is 
known today as "The Entry" among the locals.

 "The Entry" opened its doors in March 1980 (under club Sam's) as a 
venue that catered to local bands. 

The 7th St Entry is a venue where smaller and lesser known bands 
play (more popular bands play the First Avenue main-room). 

Several recordings have been recorded live at The Entry.
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Today
In fall of 2013, First Avenue extended its reach across city lines and purchased the Turf 
Club in St. Paul from Tom Scanlon, owner of nearby institution, The Dubliner Pub. 
Established in 1945 near the corner of University and Snelling, the Turf Club has been a 
constant in the Twin Cities music scene for decades. As such, the much-beloved vintage 
watering hole and rock club is a truly exciting addition to the First Avenue family.

In the present day, First Avenue continues to grow, booking over 1,000 shows annually 
between the First Avenue Mainroom, 7th St Entry, and Turf Club. We book and produce 
concerts at nearly every other music venue in town, including the Fine Line, Triple Rock, and 
Cedar Cultural Center, and even larger historical theatres such as the State, Pantages, and 
Orpheum. We continue to expand with annual outdoor music events, including Hall’s Island 
and Festival Palomino - featuring larger acts like Alabama Shakes, Father John Misty, Wilco, 
Trampled By Turtles, Dr. Dog, and more.

Even as First Avenue navigates growth and transition every year, our Mission remains true: 
Our doors are always open to the thousands of music lovers who are First Avenue's 
past, present, and future.



Interior photo 
of First 
Avenue.





Depot Tavern
In June 2010, the historic downtown Minneapolis nightclub opened The 
Depot Tavern, a new bar and restaurant next door to the 7th St Entry. 

Walls adorned with concert photography spanning the club’s 40-year 
history, and featuring live video feeds from both the Mainroom and the 
Entry on multiple widescreen televisions.



What is the value of First Avenue?



World Heritage Criteria

(iv)

to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or 
technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant 
stage(s) in human history

First Avenue is significant in the development of the musical history of 
Minnesota and the USA.

(vi)

to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with 
ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding 
universal significance. (The Committee considers that this criterion should 
preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria)

The tradition of music expands through the introduction of First Avenue in 
the community.



National Historic Landmark Criteria
(1) That are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to, and are identified with, or that outstandingly represent, 
the broad national patterns of United States history and from which an 
understanding and appreciation of those patterns may be gained; 

First Avenue contributes to the overall expansion of modern music venues.

(2) That are associated importantly with the lives of persons nationally 
significant in the history of the United States

Prince.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=6f9a77cc91d53a072f6d32dc4303cab0&term_occur=2&term_src=Title:36:Chapter:I:Part:65:65.4
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=ca21994d52525bcf9f43c3d597b14701&term_occur=1&term_src=Title:36:Chapter:I:Part:65:65.4

